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June 7-9, 2013 
Fun, exciting and inspirationalé.. 

You need to be there!!  

Saturday 

May 18, 2013 

Wednesday, May 8th 2013 

Mission Statement 

The Pennsylvania Tourette Syndrome Alliance is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to identify, support the needs of and advocate for individuals with 

Tourette Syndrome in Pennsylvania. To promote awareness of Tourette Syndrome through informational outreach and educational presentations. 

http://www.patsainc.org/
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/ptsa/event/4006/
http://highmarkwalkharrisburg.towercare.com/Markslist/site/displaySite.do?siteId=147
http://highmarkwalkharrisburg.towercare.com/Markslist/site/displaySite.do?siteId=147


Volunteer Program REPORT: 

In order to continue to serve the needs of our members and those in Pennsylvania 

seeking information about Tourette Syndrome, PA-TSA has implemented the following 

volunteer programs: 

 Volunteer Consultant ðtrained volunteers who can assist with IEP and other 

school meetings. 

 Speakerôs Bureauðtrained volunteers who can provide trainings for Educators, 

Peers and other Community Members. 

 Youth Advocate Program ðyouth ages 12-25 who have trained and have 

materials to do an information board, bulletin board and give a basic training on TS. 

 Outreach/Information Program ðknowledgeable volunteers who ñstaffò an 

information booth at local events. 

 

 

WE NEED YOU!  Anyone can join our volunteer programs at any time.  Recorded 

trainings are available for most programs.  To start the process, just let us know what 

program you are interested in by emailing sherrie@patsainc.org.  

PA-TSA 

NEWS 
PA Tourette Syndrome Alliance, Inc. 

P.O. Box 148 

McSherrystown, PA 17344 

 

Phone: 1-800-990-3300 

or 717-337-1134 

Fax: 717-698-1420 
 

Web: 

www.PATSAInc.org 
 

STAFF 
 

Administrator/Consultant: 

Sherrie Sponseller 
 

Assistant Administrator/Consultant: 

Sabrina Bosse 
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Ilene Applebaum - 
Educator 
Philadelphia & Montgomery 
 

Jack Chambers - 
Retired Banker 
Adams & York 
 

Aimee Denton - 
Demee Bakery Owner & Operator 
Bucks & Montgomery  
 

Jay Geyer - 
Dept. of Navy 
Arlington, VA 
 

Lesley Geyer - 
Occupational Therapist 
Berks, Chester, Delaware & 
Montgomery 
 

Rachel Lewis - 
Warranty Admin for Mosites 
Motorsports 
Allegheny, Fayette, Washington, & 
Westmoreland 
 

Susan Lutz - 
Dental Hygienist 
Berks & Schuylkill 

 

Barbara Rushak  
Retired Educator 
Allegheny & Washington 

 
JoLane Whiteford - 
Administrative Assistant/ Firefighter 
Bedford, Blair, Cambria & Centre 
 

Karen Wilder -  
Counseling/Human Relations 
Chester, Delaware & Montgomery 

Speakers  

Bureau 
 

Ilene Applebaum - 
Educator 
Philadelphia & Montgomery 
 

Lesley Geyer - 
Occupational Therapist 
Berks, Chester, Delaware & 
Montgomery 
 

Rachel Lewis  
Warranty Admin for  
Mosites Motorsports 
Allegheny, Fayette, Washington, & 
Westmoreland 
 

Cheryl Malloy  
Therapeutic Support Staff 
Cambria & surrounding counties   

 
Karin Roth   
Business Owner 
York, Adams & Lancaster 

 
Karen Wilder -  
Counseling/Human Relations 
Chester, Delaware & Montgomery 

Volunteer  

Consultant 
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YAP Director   
Jay Geyer 

 
Lindsey Glass  

Age: 24 
Lehigh 

 

Kylie Horton  
Age: 13 

Blair 
 

TJ LePera  
Age: 18 

Montgomery 
 

YAP 
 
Youth Advocate Program 

Thanks to the  
Brad Cohen Tourette  

Foundation, many more 
youths were trained at our 

2012 TS Camp!! 

A Special Shout out to Robert Bohus  for earning his Eagle Scout on April 21, 2012!!   Way to go Robbie!! 

mailto:sherrie@patsainc.org?subject=volunteer%20programs
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The following school districts have received TS Trainings from PA-TSA this school year! 

  

Educators In-Service Trainings: 

Lincoln Intermediate Unit, Adams-York Counties (2) 

Upper Merion School District, Montgomery County 

Dallastown Area School District, York County 

Wallenpaupak School District, Lackawanna County 

Lancaster City School District, Lancaster County 

Centennial School District, Bucks County 

Shippensburg Area School District, Cumberland County 

Bethlehem Center School District, Washington County 

Lower Moreland School District, Montgomery County 

Shaler Area School District, Allegheny County 

 

 Peer In-Service Trainings, supported in part by: 

Brandywine Heights School District, Berks County (2) 

Neshaminy School District, Bucks County (2) 

West Chester School District, Chester County 

Centennial School District, Bucks County 

  

For more information go to our website at www.patsainc.org.  

 

Get a FREE Webkin when 
you become a monthly donor! 

(while supplies last)  

 
Sign up online at 

www.patsainc.org or  
send this card to: 

PA-TSA 
P.O. Box 148 

McSherrystown, PA 17344 

Yes, I would like to be a monthly donor and receive a FREE Webkin! 

 

Name:  __________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:  _________________  Email:  _________________________ 

 

Please bill my credit card for the following monthly support: 

____ $5  ____$10  ____ $25  ____ $50  ____$100  ____ Other 

 

Please accept my one-time donation of $_________ 

 

___My contribution is enclosed  OR ___ Please bill my credit card 

 

___ Mastercard  ___ Visa  ___ Discover  ___ American Express 

 

# ______________________________ Exp. Date:  ________________ 

 

Cardholder Signature:  _________________________________________ 

 
All contributions are tax-deductible in accordance with IRS Section 501 (c)(3).   

The official registration and financial information for the PA-TSA, Inc may be obtained from 

the PA Department of State by calling toll-free within PA 1-800-732-0999.   

Registration does not imply endorsement. 

http://www.patsainc.org/


Special Needs Trusts: Working with a Special Needs Advisor 

Elizabeth E. Willis, Financial Advisor 

 

*Note: In this article the term ñSpecial Needs Trustsò will be used to cover both  

Special Needs Trusts and Supplemental Needs Trusts 

 

Special Needs Trust vs. Supplemental Needs Trust 

 

A family needing to establish a trust should first consult with a qualified accountant and attorney due to the tax and legal 

implications of structuring a trust. Those professionals will determine the appropriate structure for your familyôs unique 

situation and will consider a number of factors, including whose assets will be in the trust. While financial advisors cannot 

advise on the trust structure, they can be instrumental in recommending investment strategies that align with the trustôs 

purpose and guidelines once it has been established.  

 

Special Needs Planning 

 

When a family is preparing a financial strategy, it is important to take into account their lifestyle and their needs for estate 

planning, portfolio management, family protection, as well as liability and cash flow management. It is especially important 

when planning for special needs. Their future lifestyle should take into account the childôs as well. The overall approach 

should incorporate a strategy designed to ensure the assets last through the childôs life expectancy. Another important item is 

the Letter of Intent. It is an invaluable in planning and is one of the first documents that should be created if it has not already 

been created previously. It should include the familyôs and childôs wishes for the future, as well as any pertinent information 

about the childôs history, medical needs, personal preferences, hobbies and interests. The letter is a valuable guide for 

advisors, attorneys and all future care providers.  

 

Working with a Financial Advisor 

 

After the trust has been established, It is not only important for the advisor to be aware of his/her duty of care, but also to 

administer the assets to follow the trustôs investment guidelines. It is also important that the advisor take into account the 

ongoing and future costs associated with caring for the disabled child or adult. A helpful strategy can be to lay out all of the 

costs now and the future projected costs in order to provide the following information: 

 

Expected income of a special needs child over a certain period of time 

Projected expenses for a special needs child 

Parentôs years to retirement 

Projected years of income for a special needs child 

Projected life expectancy for a special needs child 

 

A helpful tool for families is the Special Needs Calculator and worksheet. It offers the opportunity to compare estimates 

based on past experience with those based on the familyôs assumptions. By planning for all future needs, the family will not 

only ensure their own financial security, but that of the child.  

 

Helpful Online Resources:  https://secure.ssa.gov/poms.nsf/lnx/1507240042 and http://www.ml.com/specialneeds  - Special 

Needs Calculator 

 

Elizabeth Willis is a Merrill Lynch Financial Advisor in the West Conshohocken office and can be reached at (610) 834-3530.  

She holds the Certified Special Needs Advisor designation. 

 

Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith, Incorporated is a registered broker-dealer, member SIPC,  

and a wholly-owned subsidiary of Bank of America Corporation.   

Investing involves risk.  Investments are Not FDIC-insured, Not Bank Guaranteed, and May Lose Value. 

 

Any information presented about tax considerations affecting client financial transactions or arrangements is not intended as 

tax advice and should not be relied upon for the purpose of avoiding any tax penalties. Neither Merrill Lynch nor its financial 

advisors provide tax, accounting or legal advice. Clients should review any planned financial transactions or 

arrangements.that may have tax, accounting or legal implications with their personal professional. 
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https://secure.ssa.gov/poms.nsf/lnx/1507240042
http://www.ml.com/specialneeds
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Sid Newman  
 

Janis Lichtenstein  
Thomas and Ellen Brennan 

Dolores Rafter Arevalo  
Ms. Natalie Isser  
Joseph Meyers 
Steven Sokolic  

Mary & Carol Millinghausen 
Harriet Hanges 
Lita Schwartz 

Arlene & Herbert Matt 
Michael & Estelle Gilbert 

Kenneth & Lois Zelle 
Al & Chickie Kitchmann 

Donald Kaiser 
Joan Pavalow 

Knights of PythiasðSteuben Lodge 
Wendy & Jeff Richman 
John & Lesley Geyer 
Penny & Shiek Novak 
Stephanie Newman 

Dr. & Mrs. L. Roy Newman 
Arthur & Debra Issadore 

Clair Syles 
The Soble Family 

Joan Robbins 
Alan & Rebecca Fralin 

Mrs. Soni Stein 
L/CPL Joel Bernstein, Post # 791-

Jewish War Veterans of USA 
Don & Evelyn Mills 

Florence & Arthur Gendler 
Jessie Bogdanoff & Linda Wishner 

Lt Charles Freedman Post 706 
Arlene & Barry Weissman 

Linda Rice-Bruck & Larry Bruck 
Elaine & Herb Brown 

Ruth Paster 
Gale & Herb Siegel 

Linda Miller 
Mrs. Sarah Paul 

Anna Issadore & Robert DeLange 
Alan & Janet Hart 

Herman & Elaine Herring 
Mr. & Mrs. David  Brod  
Laurel & Kevin Bloch 

Carl & Ann Scheidekamp 
Fredda Rayfield 

Norah Shultz  
Susan & Jerry Goldberg 

Sylvia Miller 

Donations In Honor: 
Mary Ann Kijak,  

to honor her grandson  
Matthew Kijak  

 
Tiziana Maniscalco  

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Frank  
Donna Costello 

Richard & JoAnn Kijak 
Plymouth Fire Co. #1 
Ana & Gary Winans 

Janice Boyer 
Penelope & Russell Helenski 

Sandra Powell 
Dorothy & Walter Kurish 

Betty Cook 
John & Betty Kijak Jr. 
Alice & Thomas Kijak 

Norristown Professional Fire-
fighters Association 
Marlene Fellmeth 

Ladies Aux. of VFW Post 5951 
Elizabeth & Charles Thomas 

Gavin Doyle:   Scott & Nancy Doyle 
 

All Kids with TS:  Richard Morgan 
 

Jay Geyer :  John & Lesley Geyer 
 

Donald Petrella:  Frances Petrella  
 

Christopher Vosseler &  
Sherrie Sponseller:   Heidi Vosseler  

 

Brittany Piazza:  John Denora  
 

Jeff Kiely:   The Cherokôs 
 

 Zach Harris:  Lori Harris  
 

Walter Hunter:  David & Eileen Hunter 
 

Frank Lagana:  Frank & Donna Lagana 
 

John & Lesley Geyer:   Jay Geyer 
 

Steven Hill:   Tom Walter 
 

 
Bernard Shadis  

 

Ms. Linda Bojman  
 

Ryan Hanna  
 

Jay Geyer 

 
Johanan Zelikovsky  

 
Rachel & Joel Fishbein 

 

David Applebaum  
 

Ilene Applebaum  

Donations In Memory: 

Disclaimer 
  
This newsletter is published two times a year.  Opinions expressed in this publication 
reflect the views of its editor and contributors.  They are not necessarily the views of 
the PA Tourette Syndrome Alliance (PA-TSA). 
  
While we will attempt to respond to all mail, we are not able to answer medical 
questions. 
  
The PA-TSA, Inc. does not endorse products, services or manufacturers.  Such names 
appear only as information for our members.  PA-TSA assumes no liability whatsoever 
for information about or the use of any product or service mentioned. 
  
Support group leaders and individual volunteers who have agreed to accept telephone 
calls concerning Tourette Syndrome are knowledgeable about TS: however, their 
comments reflect their personal background with TS and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the PA Tourette Syndrome Alliance.  

Scan to donate or   

Make a contribution to 

honor  your  loved one! 

http://www.patsainc.org/
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May 15thðJune 15th of 2013 

Join us to kick off TS Awareness Month at the Capital on Wednesday, May 8th 2013 from 8 -4.  PA-TSA members will meet with          

Legislators to spread awareness of TS, tell their stories and let them know the benefits of PA -TSA's support and services!  

PA-TSA staff and volunteers will connect with visitors in the  East Wing Rotunda of the Capital in Harrisburg on May 8th!  

Post information about TS on a bulletin board in your school or in the community!  

Request a TS òAccept Meó poster to post in your community! 

Send our TS Awareness article to your school for publication in their newsletter!  

Post our Awareness Video to your Facebook page!  

Join us on May 18th at the Highmark Walk ñraise awareness and funds to support our programs!  

Attend our 2013 TS Camp/Conference to learn about TS...youth attendees train to join our Youth Advocate Program!  
 

Lots of ideas...can you help us promote awareness this year?!  

Do you have energy, skills and time to share with PA-TSA?   

 

We are in need of volunteers to work on each of our committees!  

Committees meet by phone and members determine their time available to help. 

Contact Pam Simms at psimms23@aol.com to volunteer for any of the following committees: 

Fundraising 

Public Relations 

Legislative 

Strategic Planning 

Who knows, you may even be inspired to join our Board of Directors!!! 

Support Groups:  We have local support groups in several areas of the Commonwealth, along with an 

online support group that is available 24/7!   If you are interested in starting a support group in your 

area, please contact our Support Group Liaisonï Lesley Geyer: lgeyer@comcast.net 

 

Consultants: Consultants, located throughout the Commonwealth, are prepared to assist you in 

advocating for individuals with TS, especially in the school setting.  If your child is struggling in 

school or you need other support, reach out to us today for help!  

 

Project Contact: Contact the office (1-800-990-3300 or info@patsainc.org) for a list of volunteers that 

are available to talk with you regarding their experience with TS, answer your questions, and offer 

emotional support. 

To connect with any of these programs, 

 visit our website at www. PATSAInc.org  

click on Programs/Services for Individuals & Families 

mailto:psimms23@aol.com
mailto:sherrie@patsainc.org?subject=volunteer%20programs
http://www.patsainc.org/Programs-and-Services/Support-For-Individuals-and-Families.aspx
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To honor their Wedding   

Jennifer Stackpole  
& Tim Picirrillo asked 

guests to support  
PA-TSA with their gifts!  

 
The following guests 

donated in their honor! 
 

Mr. Benjamin Zappa 
Dr. Jonathan Cole 

Mr. & Mrs. Les  Shull  
Mr. Glenn Freeburg  

David & Veronica Curll 
Barb Emmer & Jack Day 

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Limbach 
Mr. Randall Mason 

Mr. Jeff Tobe 
 

Congratulations to the 
happy couple!!  

 

Jen and Tim Piccirillo  
Married December 8, 2012  

October 27, 2012 

Bucks County  

Adult Support Group!  
Began October 11, 2012 

Thanks to the hard work and thoughtful 

planning of Susan Gottshall,  

this new support group began monthly 

meetings the 2nd Thursday of each month at 

Doylestown Hospital!   

Contact Susan by phone at (215) 527-7729 or 

by email to susangottshall@gmail.com for 

more information. 

We raised $ 1500  
thanks to the following sponsors: 
Jack Morgan's Soaring Superheroes 

Susan Milheim 
Tamara Snyder 

Theresa Ramirez 
Dr. Pam Simms 

 

Do you have a child under 18 with a diagnosed medical need?   
 

From diabetes to Tourette Syndrome, your child may qualify for a special Medicaid Program called PH95.  (Access Card)  

Regardless of income, this Medicaid Program can help your child even if you have other insurance!   

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

You will need to document your childôs diagnosis, medical needs, and verify your income,  

but family income does not disqualify a child for this program! 

There are 3 ways 

to apply! 

Apply online at www.compass.state.pa.us   

Apply in person at your local Assistance Office    

Apply by mailðCall the local Assistance Office & ask them 

to send you an application   


